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Background

The successful scale-up of sustainable bioenergy in the UK depends not only on technological advances but
also on the clarity, consistency, and transparency of the policy and regulatory frameworks that govern the
sector. As the UK moves towards net-zero, there is increasing recognition of the need for clearer definitions,
better visibility of deployment barriers, and practical, solution-oriented approaches that address real-world
problems and can help industry, policymakers, and stakeholders navigate the complexity of bioenergy
systems. This includes identifying policy misalignments, regulatory uncertainties, infrastructure constraints,
market obstacles, and social or organisational factors that hinder progress. Projects that examine these
issues — by providing evidence, frameworks, and pathways that illuminate barriers and propose actionable
solutions — are considered within the scope of this call. We particularly welcome work that connects
engineering, biological sciences, economics, social sciences, and policy analysis to inform a more coherent
enabling environment for sustainable bioenergy deployment.

The enabling environment for sustainable biomass deployment can be envisaged as a triangulation between
market factors, societal acceptability, and the authorising environment. Market incentives and investment
signals shape which biomass pathways become viable, but these operate within socio-political conditions
that determine who benefits and whose interests are prioritised. As highlighted by recent research, biomass
deployment is strongly influenced by public perceptions of fairness, legitimacy, and the distribution of
benefits, with concerns that current policies favour incumbent energy producers and keep benefits ‘behind
the scenes’. Societal acceptance of biomass deployment is therefore dynamic and tied to visible, local value
creation and transparent communication. The authorising environment — spanning policy, regulation, and
cross-government alignment — remains fragmented, with siloed departmental remits and inconsistent
sustainability criteria creating barriers to coherent system design. Understanding and addressing the
interactions between these three dimensions is essential for creating a credible, socially legitimate, and
deployable biomass strategy.

Proposed research should complement rather than duplicate existing hub research. Further information on
the scope of our existing research can be found on our website.

We expect to fund 6 projects, each up to the value of £50,000 funding at 100% FEC for one project based at
one UK research organisation. Payment of 80% (up to max £40,000) of the FEC costs will be made, as is
normal in UKRI- funded research. Projects are expected to demonstrate additional match-funding leverage
of a minimum of 1:1 cash or in-kind, which should be detailed in the proposal, eg, proposals requesting
£50,000 will be expected to include £50,000 of match funding.

Call objective

Projects that explore the cross-cutting issues that address the practical barriers to biomass deployment by
providing tools, frameworks, and analyses that can support industry, regulators, and decision-makers,
spanning environmental science, engineering, economics, policy, social science, and data, are considered
within the scope of this call. We particularly encourage project proposals that not only address one or more
of the three components of the enabling environment, namely policy/regulation (authorising
environment), industry (markets) and society, but also explicitly examine the interactions and
interdependencies between these areas, demonstrating how developments in one dimension shape,
constrain or enable progress in others.
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As the Hub receives funding from both the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) and
the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC), we particularly encourage proposals
that cross traditional disciplinary boundaries and address one or more of the following thematic areas:

Development of policy, regulatory, or market mechanisms that support sustainable deployment of
biomass and provide potential solutions for identified barriers in the UK bioenergy sector.
Investigation of the economic, environmental, and societal implications of scaling bioenergy within
national and regional net-zero strategies, including analysis of deployment obstacles and potential
solutions.

Research that enhances understanding of infrastructure, organisational, and governance challenges,
and proposes evidence-based approaches to overcome them.

Studies that develop or evaluate solution-oriented frameworks to support decision-makers,
industry stakeholders, and local authorities/agencies in implementing sustainable bioenergy
systems.

A key output of this flexible funding call will be the development of a roadmap for the deployment and up-
scaling of bioenergy and bio-based products and materials in the UK. This roadmap will be co-developed
through collaboration between the newly funded flexible fund projects, existing Supergen Bioenergy Hub
projects, and the work undertaken within the economic development workstream.

To ensure coordinated knowledge generation and the production of an integrated, evidence-based
roadmap, all funded projects are required to participate in two collaborative workshops:

1.

Initiation workshop (project start phase): Date and venue to be confirmed but will be in person
during January 2027

Funded teams will engage alongside ongoing Supergen projects to:

share their planned research activities and objectives;

identify synergies and cross-cutting themes across the portfolio;

contribute to the development of an initial conceptual framework for the roadmap on bioenergy
and bio-based products and materials deployment.

Synthesis workshop (final phase of the flexible funding projects): Date and venue to be confirmed
but will be in person during June 2027

By project completion, researchers will have:

presented project findings and discuss implications for deployment pathways;

collaborated with other project teams and Hub partners to refine the roadmap structure;
provided evidence-based content and recommendations that support the final roadmap outputs;
completed an end-of-project report.

Participation in both workshops is mandatory, and applicants should ensure adequate time is allocated
within their proposal workplan to support meaningful engagement. The final roadmap will be a joint
output reflecting the collective expertise and insights of the funded projects and the wider Supergen
Bioenergy Hub community. The cost for the workshops (travel, subsistence, accommodation) will be
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covered by Supergen and applicants are not required to include any allocated cost for these in the
proposal.

You can find answers to frequently asked questions here. For any other questions, please submit your
guestions via this form before 10 June 2026 at 23.59 BST. All questions and responses will be shared online
by 17 June 2026.

Please send the completed application form to Supergen Bioenergy Hub Project Manager Rakhi Parmar at
r.s.parmar@aston.ac.uk no later than Sunday 28 June 2026 at 23.59 BST.

Eligibility

Flexible funding is available to UK academic institutes eligible to receive UKRI research funding. Academic
institutes may include directly incurred costs that include sub-contracts to organisations that are not
entitled to receive UKRI funding directly. Where this is the case, applicants should justify the sub-contract
costs by making clear how the organisation adds value to the project and/or supports wider aims and
objectives. The funding is flexible, and we are trying to be as flexible as possible in our distribution, but

must follow UKRI rules, so if you have any queries about the eligibility of costs, please raise these early
(before submission of grant proposal) with the Hub Project Manager.

Institutes receiving flexible funding must be partners or become partners of the Supergen Bioenergy Hub
and sign the agreement of accession to the Hub’s consortium agreement before returning their acceptance
letter. Non-partners applying for funding are therefore required to submit an institutional application to
demonstrate that they carry out a significant amount of research in biomass or bioenergy for review and
approval by the Supergen Bioenergy Hub Project Management Group along with their proposal application.

Details of existing Hub partners and a link to the application to join the Hub can be found here. Successful
projects will not be able to proceed before the accession agreement is signed and there will be no
opportunity to renegotiate elements of that agreement. Copies of the standard text are available by
emailing Hub Project Manager.

Expectations

Successful applicants will be expected to become partners of the Supergen Bioenergy Hub and to
participate in all aspects of Hub activities, including community engagement, industry, policy and
professional engagement, and working with other Hub research partners, as well as mentoring and
supporting Hub colleagues.

The successful applicant will become a full partner of the Supergen Bioenergy Hub, including membership
of its research management groups. This means that they will be expected to:

e Attend meetings of the consortium and prepare cross-consortium input in advance.

e  Work with other partners to support the Hub’s wider engagement and outreach activities. This will
include but not be limited to: research information (including project deliverables for dissemination
and engagement and information on impact, representation at conferences and exhibitions;
contribution to public and stakeholder engagement; review and evaluation of new Hub research;
support for partners including mentoring, supervising and partnering as appropriate; development
of new funded Hub activities including development of externally leveraged additional research).
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e Participation in two flexible funding workshops (initiation workshop - project start phase and
synthesis workshop - final phase of the flexible funding projects)

Funding level

Applications can be submitted for projects up to £50,000 at 100% FEC in value calculated under the full
economic costing model of UKRI. Eligible costs are as defined in the UKRI funding guide and should be

justified in the application. Project awardees can invoice 80% (£40k) of the full economic costs at the end of
the project, as agreed in the budget. Budgets must include details of all costs including staff, travel and
subsistence, estates, investigators, etc. Successful applicants will be required to attend the following events
and meetings, which must also be detailed in the budget:

e Annual Assembly — held during October or November over two days, rotating each year at different
academic partner locations.

e Annual researchers’ event — held every May over two days, venue to be agreed annually

e We expect typical overnight accommodation costs to be in the range of £120(outside of the
London area).

Assessment process

We aim to have each application reviewed by three reviewers from our Project Management Group,
Research Management Group and Advisory Board. If you perceive any conflict of interest with any of those
groups, please advise the Hub Project Manager, detailing the conflict in your application.

The reviewers will provide comments and scores for the assessment criteria. These will be reviewed by the
Hub’s Project Management Group to support normalisation of scores. The Project Management Group will
make the final decision informed by the reviews received.

There is no official word limit on how long answers need to be; however, we request that applicants keep
their answers concise.

Applications are welcomed from all sections of the research community. The Supergen Bioenergy Hub
adopts the ASPIRE (Accessibility, Screening, Personal Invitation, Reflect and Empower) strategy to encourage
diversity in our applications and awards. In line with our screening principle, no personal data (name,
institution, etc) will be conveyed to those reviewing or making decisions on the proposals. No track record
information is therefore required, and applicants are asked to respect this and not include any information
in their proposal which could betray their identity to reviewers. Proposals considered to have violated this
request may be removed from consideration for funding by the Project Management Group. If you have any
queries in respect of this, please contact the Hub Project Manager.

Proposals will be assessed on the following criteria:

e Scientific novelty/technical innovation/fit to call objective
e Complementarity and fit with other Hub research
e Methodology appropriateness
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Interdisciplinary contribution

Outputs

Dissemination and engagement

Impact potential

Value for money/appropriate external leverage/cost eligibility

Ability to deliver project (Please summarise the key skills and capability required to deliver your
project, provide evidence of how your team possesses and has developed these skills, and how
the project will be delivered within the proposed timescales.)

Timeline:

Call issue Tuesday 19 May 2026

Call webinar Tuesday 2 June 2026, 12.30pm

Closing date for submissions Sunday 28 June 2026, 23:59 BST

Application eligibility checks, review period Monday 29 June — Thursday 17 September
2026

Award decision made by Friday 18 September 2026

Offer letters issued by Friday 16 October 2026

Project acceptance required by Friday 23 October 2026

Earliest project start date Monday 30 November 2026 — except in
exceptional circumstances eg, maternity leave
(which should be listed as justification when
applying)

Latest project completion date Tuesday 31 August 2027

Latest cost invoice date Friday 1 October 2027

Terms and conditions

Terms and conditions of standard UKRI grant awards apply.

Successful applicants will become part of the Supergen Bioenergy Impact Hub and will be
expected to execute swiftly the consortium agreement by signing the agreement of accession,
without which the project cannot proceed. There will be no opportunity to renegotiate
elements of that agreement.

The successful applicant is obliged to fulfil all expectations outlined in this document.

The successful project must engage with the Supergen Bioenergy Hub and should describe in
their application how they plan to do this.

All project outputs and engagement should be branded as Supergen Bioenergy Hub.
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APPLICATION FORM

Only include details that disclose your identity, and the identity of your project team or industry partners,
in the blue boxes. Elsewhere, please refer to individuals in project teams as job titles/roles and numbers eg
Researcher 1 etc. Proposals considered to have violated this request may be removed from consideration
for funding.

If you require clarification on the anonymous review process, please contact Supergen Bioenergy Hub
Project Manager Rakhi Parmar at r.s.parmar@aston.ac.uk.

Applicant details
Name:

Organisation:

Email:

Address:

Telephone:

Project title

Add your project title

Project summary
Include a summary of your project, clearly detailing the aims and objectives.

Methodological approach

Deliverables and outputs

Management and governance
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Project impact

Describe what impact your project could have and what steps you will take to develop the
potential project impact.

Project engagement

Describe how you will engage with non-academic and academic stakeholders (including the
Supergen Bioenergy Hub) in relation to your project.

Project management

Describe how you will manage and coordinate your project and identify key milestones and
deliverables in a detailed project plan.

Ability to deliver

Please describe the knowledge, skills and capability needed to deliver your project and provide
evidence of how your team possesses and has developed these.

Proposed start date: | Proposed end date: ‘

Delivery partners

Partner organisations | Roles(s) Key personnel
(including non-
academic partners)

Resources requested
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Total project costs:

Resources requested (max 80% total costs):

Provide a brief cost summary and justification of resources. Note that costs (including salary costs)
should be calculated on a full economic costing basis and applicants will receive 80% of such costs.
At application stage it is sufficient to complete the table below, but confirmation that costs are in
accordance with institutional guidelines will be required before an award is made.

Please include costs of attending the Annual Assembly and Researchers Day events
Do not include costs of attending the Initiation and Synthesis workshops

Description of costs Justification of requested costs Full economic | Value (@80%
requested from flex cost (£) FEC) £
funding

Sourcing and justification of £ £

funding/contribution

Non-UKRI cash
contribution to project

Non-UKRI contribution
in kind to project

Total project cost (flex
funding + non-UKRI
cash contribution +
non-UKRI contribution
in kind)
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